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Location and Specialization: County Urbanization
under Constructing a Unified National Market

LU Ming, LI Pengfei

Abstract: Under the background that China’s urbanization has entered a new stage, we put
forward a “two—dimensional core—periphery” framework for regional development,and discuss the de-
velopment orientation of different counties from the perspective of general spatial equilibrium, clarifying
the logic of “specialization based on location” in urbanization. Based on the census data,we find that
population sizes of different counties are gradually divergent, according to the distance to large coastal
ports and central cities. Therefore, it is necessary to move towards a differentiated development mode ac-
cording to the location and achieve sustainable development. In the future,the key to promoting urbani-
zation in China lies in further deepening of rural land reform, optimizing the spatial allocation of con-
struction land quota,and promoting the transaction of construction land quota and supplementary culti-
vated area across regions. At the same time, it is necessary to respect the objective trend of population
mobility , strengthen counties’ capacity in infrastructure and public services,and constantly promote the
construction of the new type of people—centered urbanization.

Keywords ; County urbanization ; Unified national market ; “ Two—dimensional core—periphery” ; Ge-
ographic location ; Population mobility
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