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The Integration of Urban and Rural Areas in China:
The Progress and Problems of Urbanization and Related Reforms
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Abstract; In China, urban-rural integration should extend beyond urban centers to encompass the cross-
regional labor market and nationwide urban-rural collaboration. Across the nation, distinct patterns emerge :
some areas experience population influx while others face outflow. Moreover, the current spatial allocation of
construction land ( including rural collective-operated land and homesteads) mismatches with population
mobility patterns. To bridge this gap, there is a pressing need to establish a unified national market for labor
and construction land. As household registration system reform advances, the focus will increasingly shift
towards the land market. Drawing from rural land system reform pilots, it is imperative that the central
government should offer institutional and policy support, and the local governments tailor reforms considering
local conditions and pilot learnings, aiming to realize common prosperity.
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