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Steep Cities: International Comparison and Evidence on Population Spatial
Distribution and Industrial Development in Large Cities
Zheng Yilin, Gao Yafei and Lu Ming 9

In the context of global urbanization and post—industrial transformation, central urban areas of
major cities have become increasingly important. International metropolises such as New York
and London have witnessed a sustained trend of population re—concentrating in the central
urban areas, with population density gradients exhibiting a steepening pattern. In contrast,
although some major Chinese cities continue to display a centripetal trend in terms of
employment agglomeration and service consumption, their population size and spatial
concentration have declined in recent years. This decline of the population density gradient
may generate an increasing spatial separation of living space from production and consumption
space, thereby intensifying urban congestion and weakening the vitality of central urban areas,
and is not conducive to achieving the dual objectives of efficiency and livability in urban
development. In this regard, the spatial governance of large cities should align with patterns of
population distribution. Policy measures, such as flexible living space allocation,
multifunctional vibrant spaces, and the alignment of population and industry spatial strategies,
can foster coherence between population distribution, industrial structure and consumption
space, thus enhancing urban vitality and operational efficiency.

Technology—capital Interaction and Artificial Intelligence Industry Bubbles:
Evolution Mechanisms and Governance Paths from International
Experience

Yu Zhen and Ding Chuanhao 36

The breakthrough advances in generative artificial intelligence have attracted global attention,
and the artificial intelligence (AI) industry has shown signs of a bubble driven by financial
capital. From the perspective of the interaction between technological revolutions and financial
capital, this paper systematically examines the evolution of bubbles in emerging industries
during the first five major technological revolutions. We find that such bubbles are often
triggered by financial capital’s overly optimistic expectations for new technologies. In addition
to retaining the characteristics of traditional technology—based industrial bubbles, the Al
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