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From Dispersion to Agglomeration: Theory, Misunderstanding
and Reform of Rural Urbanization

LU Ming

Abstract: The spatial distribution of economic activities and population is undergoing a huge ad-
justment. The urbanization rate is increasing, and the population and economy are gradually
concentrated towards the urban agglomeration and the metropolitan area around the big cities.
Geography is still the most important factor to determine the path of rural urbanization. Around the cities
where the population is concentrated , the rural areas are integrated into the metropolitan area. In remote
rural areas,if there is potential for industrial development, it can spontaneously form a population gath—
ering town. However, in areas lacking industrial agglomeration, it is necessary to move towards the scale
and modernization of agriculture , tourism and resource industries in the process of population reduction,
and to improve the accessibility of public services in nearby cities and towns.

Keywords: Urbanization; Rural areas; Geography; Agglomeration; Public services
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